Innate lymphoid cells in type 2 immune responses.
In recent years, several distinct innate lymphoid cell populations (ILC) have been characterized in mice and humans. Group 2 ILC function as a rapid responder population in type 2 immune responses. Thus, a wealth of data has implicated an important role for ILC2 in immunity to parasitic infection and in immune pathology in inflammatory and allergic responses. In this review, we describe recent progress in our understanding of the development and ontogeny of ILC2 populations and the mechanisms by which these cells function in a variety of infection and disease settings. Finally, we emphasize recent findings indicating functional interactions between these innate cells and their adaptive CD4(+) Th2 cell counterparts.